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Media, Manufacturing of Epistemological
Chaos

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— m  Prof. Ali Hassan Ahmad®
Abstract

This study examines the role of the media in creating epistemic chaos, the
methods and techniques through which it operates, and its impact on individuals,
societies, and ultimately the stability of states. It also highlights examples of
countries that have fallen victim to this strategic practice, which employs media
and information during times of crisis to undermine psychological and social
stability, weaken society’'s capacity for resistance, and facilitate its control or
reconstruction by internal or external actors. It argues that the primary challenge
today is no longer the suppression of truth, but the flooding of the public sphere
with false and conflicting information that presents multiple competing versions
of the same reality. This phenomenon produces “epistemic fatigue,” discouraging
individuals from seeking the truth and leading them to accept narratives that
serve the agendas of those who manufacture disorder.

Furthermore, the study contends thatthe problemfacing modern media institutions
is not a lack of information but the toxicity of information overload. The excessive
volume of conflicting data creates a state of uncertainty and information entropy,
contributing to the erosion of the psychological resilience of states before their
physical structures are threatened. By exploiting digital algorithms and existing
ethnic and linguistic divisions, media actors can generate a state of epistemic
disorientation. The study also emphasizes the significant gap between advanced
Western media systems and local media institutions, making many societies
more vulnerable to political and security instability, particularly during periods
of war and crisis.

Keywords:
Information Chaos, Information Overload, Disinformation, Deep fakes, Polarization
Algorithms, Bots, Attention Economy, Uncertainty.

1 -Dean of the Faculty of Media, Al-Madina University in Cairo, former dean of the Faculty of Media,
Suez University - Egypt.
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