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. Foundations

Certainty, Knowledge in the Islamic Worldview:
Towards Epistemological Horizon Alternative
to Western Chaos

ffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff m  Mr. Hisham Hassan Mortada®

Abstract

The certainty occupies the highest level of the epistemological framework in the
Islamic worldview, where knowledge is based on the integration of revelation,
reason, and sensory perception. This integrated approach ensures a balance
between truth, guidance, and action. In contrast, modern Western thought
has experienced an epistemological crisis resulting from its transition from
certainty to skepticism and relativism, culminating in postmodernism, which has
deconstructed the concept of truth and rejected objective standards, thereby
contributing to epistemic disorder in contemporary human thought.

From the Islamic perspective, knowledge is not merely the accumulation of
information; it is a path to truth, certainty, and guidance. Accordingly, Islam
establishes a close relationship between knowledge, action, and moral
responsibility, while treating revelation, reason, and sensory experience as
complementary sources of knowledge. This framework offers a balanced model
that reconciles permanence with diversity, and certainty with the flexibility of
human understanding. In this way, Islam presents an alternative epistemological
paradigm that seeks to restore the concept of objective truth, reaffirm confidence
in reason, science, and revelation, and define the proper limits of each, thereby
avoiding both absolute relativism and Dogmatism and establishing a balanced
approach to knowledge.

Keywords:
Certainty, knowledge in Islam, Epistemological Relativism, Postmodernism,
Revelation, Reason and Senses, Crisis of Western knowledge.

1 -A Lebanese researcher in the religious, historical and philosophical fields, and professor of
postgraduate studies at the religious seminary [Hawzal.
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