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Postmodernism:
When Doubt Became Epistemological Creed

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— ® Dr. Mahmoud Kishana®

Abstract

This study examines postmodernism as a skeptical philosophical approach
to knowledge, arguing that it has shifted from criticizing epistemic authority to
undermining the very concept of truth. It explains how thinkers such as Derrida,
Foucault, and Baudrillard linked knowledge with power and questioned language,
meaning, and reference, leading to the spread of relativism and nihilism. The
study also discusses key postmodern concepts, including the deconstruction
of meaning, the death of the author, and the absence of reference, and explores
how these ideas contributed to the collapse of coherent knowledge, the decline
of objective truth, the rise of a “culture of surfaces,” and the emergence of the
post-truth era. Furthermore, it examines the postmodern rejection of grand
narratives, such as religion, science, and ideologies, and their replacement
with localized or minor narratives. It then presents both rational and religious
critiques of postmodernism, highlighting its internal contradictions, its inability
to establish stable moral standards, and the difficulty of condemning injustice
within a framework of absolute relativism.

It concludes that postmodernism has failed to provide a coherent epistemological
alternative and has contributed to intellectual and moral confusion, while affirming
that religion offers a stable foundation of truth and meaning in contrast to the
postmodern perspective, which leads to intellectual and human disorientation.

Keywords:
Modernism, Postmodernism, knowledge, Deconstruction of Meaning, Demolition of
Reference, Grand Narratives, Jacques Derrida, Michel Foucault, Jean Baudrillard.

1-An Egyptian writer and researcher, holding a PhD in Philosophy from Cairo University.

WH| ey



. dilaall a9 Lo

w
v o

: S malind)

Sl odas 5 lgls Blasdl o Lolas A gloes Lgaus 5 (Elusdl s L) s o b
alls Bl Sy oS3 ity OF Lgmaadls 1 s ¢ Jaall Lo S22l
35 Ollast Lho gy 15 mall b AS2l ] (1ol dy o) oo (5 a5 cLgalosly
Bl B Ll & S o Bl dlens ¢Sl sl s il b La shas 5
s, (el pdag ol US Jl e e By 0LV b Ll Sl clle
il Jasgall JoT e {slons

(o Jardls 8 pradl ) L5 55 3 Dyl alansl ol (E81oul) g L 006 55 s
LM 5 Ol ¥l iy oo ol S S5 2 EES PR YN O[O
Lgakn ] &8 malt Alal 1 LS pn gy OB 1mell s Lo &g ] Lol 12, 1510l
i) Ledlel s 3 Bl e L lia s gl e 5 panall &gl

Bls 5 25 madl S tllinie oo pual) 3l &1 g b pell s anl 505 3 e
Al LS s b el o sl ) 5 madl i)y Sl 2S5 @l s L
R JENIFSPS N PN S PERA PR PO PR 5 PES (A PIEV P PICYPS: gl S JEN
(Sl 3 el bl Lo sl o 533 1 o glome el Lesddle 5 Lidddl o
8 sl bl Oy b adeal 53 S . IS sl o G 8 )15 e STo L Ll
god) s 55 B oy L 4y bl Ul o) S8 e (55 e

s

¥
’ voe NV




g aitysasngsn o ossi e

b3 ol o Lad Lpmmes s ¢l Lpiast Ty (6 SO ol pandl aterel LS 5laadl Lens s
G2l

Aoy L) dandd 348 e stie Ll Lo CaS o s IS AYIL 5 5 L
pdn )b mall Aol M) LS o (@)l iy o) Sy S 1 5T man T 1S UE )
1§13 Al

s L g Lot g i3 6 LIS 5 55 it M IS 2N o e 5 s
Sl iS5 Sins Ollast 015735 Ollast alaely Lginas g ol yo (il
s el ol Lo v 3L §1n Ledd 5o e 43 2001 el s o ralls aed!
g 5 Ko Gl ol aadl Azl Lo oty 1€ gl o gl 5o 3 2501 (5,
$aa Ll oda

5 madl s flomy U1 c(gtil) Lol giall o sl egiall O 5L oy
Uaok 5 o i) Al Aol o 525 LBl 0l D (0 Bl a3 2
(s M 1o s s

55 Ollas Lo g B medl 3 Uil Y5

b A IS o ke Gt 3 53 35 Lo (Bl s Lod L
‘éf:g\rfwwﬂw\w;\;&mmwj 25 jme I JSNIE,WL
Sy el Lol Gy, Bl &) 2 s Bad (6 donllne e (2 Jandl 8,055
s (1ol sy Lo 3 o ¥ gl o a5 SR o Souil) AL Ll
oo o 31 el ey g g izl 5 a1 Lo izl 215 il 0
e 5 el bl s 06 SN s ol 5 ¢ ool s w101 b LSl 5 ¢l
O 3l Glaadly Sl gall ple A gl 8380 SBMe o 58 15

1 - Lawrence A. Kuznar: Reclaiming a Scientific Anthropology, p 78.
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