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Deified Self:

From Man Humanization to His
Deification in Modern Western Philosophy

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, m Prof. Ali Mohammad Alian Abdul Razzaq Al-Khatib®

Abstract

this research, we aim to trace the philosophical transformation that shifted
humanity from a position of dependence on an external authority to one where
humans themselves became the source of knowledge and value. To achieve
this, the study begins with Greek and Christian philosophy, which established the
dichotomy of submission and transcendence. It then explores Descartes’ project
in establishing the centrality of the self, Kant's emphasis on moral legislation,
Nietzsche’s declaration of the "“Death of God,” and his subsequent call for the
*Superior Man”, culminating in Foucault's deconstruction of the self within the
context of power and discourse. We conclude that these philosophical shifts did
not lead to complete freedom, but rather renewed the presence of authority in
various forms, through new methods of thinking and influence. This renders the
question of humanity always open, with no definitive or final answer.

Kegwords: Deification, Self-Centrality, Moral Legislation, Discourse
Critique, Knowledge Production, Freedom, Power.

1 - Professor, Head of the Philosophy Department, Faculty of Arts, Minia University - Egypt
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2 - Immanuel Kant: Fundamental principles of the metaphysic of ethics, p.63
3 - Friedrich Nietzsche: The Joyful wisdom, pp.167-168
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1 - Friedrich Nietzsche: The Joyful wisdom, p.275

2 - Friedrich Nietzsche: Thus Spake Zarathustra, p.35

3 - Friedrich Nietzsche: Thus Spake Zarathustra, p41

4 - Friedrich Nietzsche: Beyond good and Evil: prelude to a philosophy of the future, pp.
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1 - Friedrich Nietzsche: The Genealogy of morals, pp.19-23
2 - Friedrich Nietzsche: Beyond good and Evil: prelude to a philosophy of the future, Preface, §2
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1 - Michel Foucault: The Order of Things An archaeology of the human sciences, p.387
2 - Michel Foucault: The Order of Things An archaeology of the human sciences, pp.421-422
3 - Michel Foucault: The Archaeology of Knowledge and the Discourse on language, pp.10-12
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- Michel Foucault: The History of Sexuality Volume I, pp.17-20

- Discipline and Punish: the birth of the prison, p.195

- Michel Foucault: Discipline and Punish: the birth of the prison, p.228
- Michel Foucault: The Subject and Power, pp.777-778
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1 - Michel Foucault: The Subject and Power, pp.782-789
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