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Abstract

This article offers a critical reading of the discourse of American hegemony
as it has become entrenched in international consciousness, highlighting the
erosion of this discourse in light of profound geopolitical transformations that
have revealed the limits of American power and its structural contradictions.
The analysis proceeds from the premise that this hegemony was not built on moral
or civilizational superiority, but rather on strategic cunning and the exploitation
of moments of international exhaustion, as in World War ll. The article relies on
the tools of symbolic critical analysis, drawing on the works of Foucault, Edward
Said, Baudrillard, and Gramsci, to understand the role of the media, elites, and
the global cognitive system in producing and promoting the illusion of hegemony.
It also reviews major structural failures in Vietnam and Afghanistan, and the
crises of sanctions and alliances.

The article concludes with a call for the liberation of strategic awareness and the
establishment of an alternative cognitive and sovereign project that transcends
dependency and establishes more equal and balanced international relations.

Keywords:
American Hegemony, Strategic Deception, Media, Knowledge and Power,
Subordinate Elites, Critique of Power.
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2 -Noam Chomsky: Hegemony or Survival: America’s Quest for Global Dominancel, p.142.

3 - Immanuel Wallerstein: The Modern World-System I: Capitalist Agriculture and the
Origins of the European World-Economy in the Sixteenth Century, pp.15-18.

4 - Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), World Military Expenditure
Grows to $2.44 Trillion in 2023, with the US Accounting for 37.5%.

5 - David Vine: The United States of War: A Global History of America’s Endless Conflicts,
from Columbus to the Islamic State (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2020), pp.8-9.
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